CHAPTER IV
BOUYINES
THE long struggle with the Angevin house did not
occupy the whole of Philip's energies. His father had
avoided, when he could, direct relations with the Empire,
but hy extending his influence over the ecclesiastical
states on his frontiers had endeavoured to win support
against the possible aggression of a strong emperor.
Philip was more ambitious, Not content with secur-
ing his own safety from attack, he aspired to interfere
in the internal politics of the Empire. The relations
of France with Germany entered upon a new phase.
But Philip was nothing if not cautious. At the begin-
ning of his reign he was urged on the one hand by
Henry IL, to whose wise advice he owed so much, to
support the cause of Henry the lion of Saxony against
the Emperor; on the other he was warned by his uncle
the count of Champagne to avoid any active interven-
tion. He prudently kept peace with Frederic. He had
enough to do, indeed, to defend his own claims of
suzerainty, When his war with Philip of Flanders was
in progress, the count, who was vassal also of the
emperor, had sought his aid Frederic declared that